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Life Sciences
are Shaping the Future
Graham T.T. Molitor, one of the grand old men of American futu-
rists, has extended the wave model of the great theorist of future
research Alvin Toffler to cover the 21st century. His approach for
the next 50 years: Life sciences will shape the world. 
Whereas the fundamental principles of the genetic environment
are currently only at the stage of being researched, genetics will
provide an applicable technology in many areas of life in the second
half of the century, according to Molitor. A huge moral debate will
be held in relation to this technology no later than 2020, and this
debate will set the ethical boundaries. The result of a ‘new gene-
tic consensus’ will revolutionise family structures and production
methods in the second half of the 21st century. Many products will
be ”bred” instead of being manufactured by mechanical or che-
mical means. It will be possible for virtually all hereditary diseases
to be healed, average life expectation will approach 100 years. The
basic formula: Biology will become the driving economic and pro-
ductive force. 
Initial signs of this phenomenon are already evident. Former che-
mical giants are disposing of their traditional chemical activities
and are pinning their hopes on biotechnology and genetic en-
gineering. The famous university TU München-Weihenstephan has
renamed the ”green” location as life sciences centre. 
Experts are assuming that, in a few years, no medical or plant pro-
tection products that have not been manufactured or modified
by genetic engineering will be launched on the market. The talk
is of double-digit growth rates. Nutrition, agricultural and cosme-
tics will also benefit from this development. 
For many years, Westfalia Separator has supplied separation tech-
nology for the production of yeasts, amino acids and proteins
and also for the recovery of antibiotics, enzymes, insulin, vaccines,
vitamins, aromatic substances and whey derivatives.
Life science technologies are defined as installations and compo-
nents for food, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics. In other words, end
products that serve the health and the wellbeing of humans, ani-
mals and plants. 
Life sciences is not a motto, it is the future. It’s also the future for
Westfalia Separator and its customers. 
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