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The world economy is expanding: By 3.0 and

3.9 percent during the past two years, and

probably by 4.0 percent this year. Shipyards

throughout the world are working flat 

out because increasing freight rates, low

interest rates, more stringent environmental

regulations and in particular the rapid

expansion of the Chinese economy are resul-

ting in a veritable boom in the construction

of newbuildings. In 2003, the record of 

60 million TDW delivered ship tonnage set

in 1977 was beaten. This means that the 

shipbuilding industry is one of the most

rapidly expanding sectors of heavy industry.

Investment levels are strong in the major

shipping markets – tankers, bulk carriers,

containers and gas tankers. Following the

record set last year, the rate of growth has

continued this year. Shipyards are virtually

fully booked up to 2007. New countries such

as Vietnam are luring potential investors

with low production costs.

Modern shipyards are nowadays system 

providers operating at the highest level. 

The ”system ship” lives from permanent

innovation. Larger and larger ships with

lower and lower levels of consumption are

being developed. Not only speed and capacity

are being increased; greater safety and an

improved environmental performance are

also being achieved.

Innovations, systems and service – precisely

these aspects are the core competences 

of Westfalia Separator. With plug-and-

play modules, we are able to reduce 

the planning costs of shipyards and shipping

companies. With our compact units – 

consisting of a separator module, a control

and monitoring unit, a heater and pump

unit and a sludge collecting tank – we offer

maximum flexibility with minimum space

requirement, and enable engineering and

installation costs to be reduced.

International shipbuilding and Westfalia

Separator have traditionally been good

partners. We are all sitting in one boat. In

Hamburg, New York, on the Suez Canal or at

the Cape of Good Hope. Service concepts

consistent with the principle of partnership

are in demand everywhere. Innovative and

flexible 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Our

Mineraloil After Sales Service Center is at

your disposal – whenever you need it.

The generally good development in the

shipbuilding industry is an excellent basis for

an interesting SMM 2004; to which we

would like to welcome you in Hamburg at

the end of September. Package solutions are

in demand. Westfalia Separator Mineraloil

Systems has the answer.
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