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Firm Hand on the Helm
Quicker, larger, more powerful. These are the topical trends in
the old as well as the new economy. And they are also specifical-
ly required in the shipbuilding industry, which is the focal point
of this issue. When passenger catamarans fly over the sea at 80
km/h, when container ships as big as the Empire State Building
plough through the waves, when engines with a rating of over
60 MW drive these jumbo freighters, these are examples of de-
mand. The process of globalisation is driving world trade on to
ever new records, transport logistics is expanding in line with this
process, and markets need to be served more and more quickly.
In the absence of unforeseen events, this growth will continue
unabated in the course of the next decade.

Studies have confirmed the competitiveness of Transatlantic
door-to-door transport within 7 days at half the cost of air freight.
The concept of the fast ship with a useful load of 10,000 tons and
a speed of 45 knots is pointing the way. The question of efficiency
means that container freighters and cruise liners are assuming new
dimensions. The number of cruise passengers will double to 14 mil-
lion annually between 1998 and 2010. 

Nor is speed a magic formula on the sea any more. Reliability
and just-in-time delivery are key factors of the economy. Guaran-
tees for on-time delivery of a container are no longer a rarity. This
can be achieved by designing a ship so that it can maintain its top
speed even under conditions of gale force 12 and a seaway of 6 m.
This can be achieved if the right equipment and the right crew
are used.

What is applicable for a ship on the high seas is also applicable
for a company which has to operate under fiercely competitive
conditions. With its 3E quality policy, Westfalia Separator also pro-
vides a guarantee for Economy, Efficiency and Engagement. And
our systems precisely fulfil those requirements which are applicable
in the shipping industry, such as reliability, speed, efficiency and
economy. 

Jürgen Arnold has now been appointed Chief Executive
Officer, and will join Stefan Rehnert on the board; the helm at
Westfalia Separator will thus continue to be in firm hands. The
course is right, the team is also right. We do not promise to pro-
vide you with a dream trip on a cruiser, but it is still fun to sail in
high winds with a good team. We are again pleased to demon-
strate this at the SMM in Hamburg this year. 

Jürgen Arnold, Stefan Rehnert 
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